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On December 19, 2024, Mr. Small, through counsel, filed the instant Motion to Suppress
Physical Evidence obtained pursuant to Search Warrants granted by the Court on March 27,
2024. Mrs. Small, through counsel, joined and provided separate submissions to the instant
motion on March 18, 2025. Counsel presented oral argument on the issue before the Court on
March 14, 2025, The Court has considered all matters presented.

For the reasons stated below, the Court has concluded that the Defendants have failed to
show that the evidence obtained pursuant to the March 27, 2024, Search Warrant requires
suppression. As such, the Court has DENIED the Defendants’ Motion to Suppress Physical
Evidence Obtained from their vehicles pursuant to the Search Warrant.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On March 27, 2024, Detective Daniel Choe from the Atlantic County Prosecutor’s Office
(“ACPO”) filed a Certification in Support of a Search Warrant with the Superior Court for the
Defendants’ home in Atlantic City, New Jersey.!

On March 28, 2025, law enforcement executed the Search Warrants, which described the
vehicles as a black 2021 Chevrolet Suburban and a black 2022 Chevy Tahoe.

STATEMENT OF FACTS?
L. S D IN THE CERTIFICATION

On January 22, 2024, [JJ| - N KGN oo I
I cnded a school assembly concerning [ Cert. at 193(cc)(1)-(2). At the
conclusion of the assembly, [Jjcompleted a written “exit ticket.” Ibid. On the “exit ticket,” G0

wrot xperienced “abuse” and asked to speak to aﬂlb_ig. That same day, a
at the _spoke to in the hallway where lilldisclosed that Jllwas hit
with a broom and passed out. Cert. at §3(ce)(3). Iso state ‘dad is a big guy” and I}

already spoke with Principal Chapman about some choices.” Ibid.

On January 24, 2024, Division of Child Protection and Permanency (“DCPP”) reported to
the Defendants’ home to speak wit n reference to a DCPP referral for allegations of

hysical abuse. Cert. at {3(a). The referral was submitted by || | GcIEIININNE
A RN <o T e e
information pertaining to physical abuse committed by the Defendants on theirW to
A .- R0 cppoiniment

Ibid.

! Defense Exhibit A—A Certification in Support of a Search Warrant BED-ATL-NASW-24-23(A-F) and State’s
Exhibit A—A Certification in Support of a Search Warrant BED-ATL-NASW-24-23(A-F).

2 Statement of Facts derived from Detective Choe’s Certification in Support of a Search Warrant BED-ATL-NA-SW-
24-23(A-F).
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DCPP stated . and.q»vere intervie nd both denied the allegations.
DCPP stated when they arrived to spe wﬁh.;oth arents were home and present during

the interview. demed disclosing abuse to anvone at the high school. . stated the first
person- disclosed to was theﬁ Cert. at §3(c).
Mrs. Small told DCP

at she was unaware that. made a disclosure toq
Cert. at 3(d). DCPP stated aid [imade the allegations up because [ was mad at
arents for taking[phone away and neither parent agrees with the relationship !as with|JJli]
__’)CPP stated that when [iillasked who hs, Mrs. Small interrupted
the interview and tol ot to provide last name because she was not comfortable with

providing another child’s information to DCPP. Cert. at §3(e).

According to DCPP, Mrs. Small said that she knew DCPP would be reporting to her
residence to speak with ecause her “good friend” had told her about DCPPs involvement.

Cert. at 13(f). Mrs. Small did not disclose the identity of her “good friend.” Cert. at 3(g).
n January 25, 2024, investigators reported to

i i 0 intervj
wtated that - knew why the investigators were at the F to speak with
Furthermore -xplamed to the investigators that -1ade the allegations up becauscffwas

mad at llloarents for not allowingjjjjjfo go to arestaurant with [lilfriend a few weeks ago and

said no physical ab Cert, at Y3(h).Jllll stated that the first person [Jpoke to about
physical abuse was three days ago. further denied disclosing the physical abuse

-nother’ “good friend.” Cert. at J]3(i)-

to anyone at school and did not know the identity o

Q-

was interviewed by detectives at the Atlantic County Prosecutor’s Office (“ACPO”).
tated thaffjwas being verbally, mentally, and physically abused by -parents.g
stated that during the week of December 10, 2023 JJJjvitnessed over the video chat on different
occasions how ather screamed at -and was physically abusive. Specifically, Illleported
that Mr. Small would chokejJjjij, rip off [Jj} clothing, and noticed visible bruises on .oody

after the abuse incidents. Cert. at J3(k).
I -

The initial intake was conducted
via . eported that the Defendanis tequested o be seen by a
because of “issues” wi

m stated Emembered the
Defendants being present with during the completion of the initial questionnaire while in the

kitchen area but left when it was time for the one-on-one interview. remembered

aking]ievice with Il to a bedroom for privacy and then disclosing physical abuse by
arents and [jerandmother. dxplained [l disclosed Wother hitting
with a broom, and grandmother shaking tated the physical abuse incidents happene

twice in December 2023 and sometime ml!-!anuary 2024, Cert. at §Y3(D-(p).

On January 30, 2024, investigators spoke to
that on January 23, 2024, received a referral involving

then stated when [Jtold bout mandatory reporting of the abuse to

the State, isclosed it already at[illschool. advised [Jreported the
disclosure by [Jjj to i supervisor, h then contacted DCPP the following

morning as part of the mandatory reporting procedure. Cert. at Y3(r).
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that [Jjhad already spoke to Principal Chapman about “some choices.” However,-
did not know what -vas referring to and did not tell hen the abuse occurred. Cert. at

Blec)d).

then discussed the matter with Principal Chapman in person and advised her
of had disclosed tof il Principal Chapman stated thap-'xever mentioned the abuse
to d that -would report it to DCPP. However, there is no DCPP referral from Principal
Chapman_or anyone from the Atlantic City Board of Education reporting allegations of physical
abuse by parents. explained that whoever reports to DCPP about the abuse
must complete a form and email the form to the Atlantic City Superintendent’s office ]Il
adv1sed-d1d not write any reports becaus poke to Principal Chapman in person about the
abuse and she told she would report the matter to DCPP. Cert. at {]3(cc)(4)-(6).

2, 2024, § igators met with and spoke with DCPP worker, -

state ather, Mr. Small, spoke to [zt least once over the phone
as contacting JJjm mes between January 31, 2024, to February 2, 2024. i}
rovided Mr. Small s phone number to investigators. Cert. at 3(dd).

On February 8, 2024, investigators contacted DCPP worker -ia telephone
to follow up on the status of -Cert. at 3(ee).

5, 2024, and another DCPP worker, _

o speak with [Jfincicated that [JJlij never reported
¢ “hen reported to :
knocking on the front door,

told them no, they were at work, and as the only one home.
step outside to speak withjillland greed. oticed multiple surveillance cameras
on the exterior of the residence. When| stepped outside to speak, two large
black Chevy Tahoe vehicles drove down the residential street at a high rate of speed and parked
at the residence. The Defendants both exited the vehicle and entered the residence. Cert. at

193(ee)(1)-(4).

On February 12, 2024, investigators obtained a recorded statement from
q at B statcd eported to
approximatery two weeks prior and told received a card (the “exit ticket”) from [

The company that organized the training kept the card and provided the card to

: dvised tha 1d not read the card. Afterﬁfollowed up with
tated JlMwas not exactly sure of the conversation between
but elt comiortable enough to let -go. “believed

was nervous because [Jlliname would be on the report and worried about how
to look || and then reported to Principal Chapman’s office to
isclosure. Cert. at 13(f0)-(gg).

On Febru

reported to the
to the school on February 5.

this w.
tell he

This was the first of two meetings between Principal Chapman, and -
regarding the disclosure made by wanted to be present with
when they met with Principal Chapman because anted to make sure someone else was






























